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Introduction and Thesis Statement 
 

 
 In this day and age it seems there are more immigrants coming into this country 

illegally than ever before.  There is a need for new immigration laws, as a result of this 

migration. Many people live in hiding because they are afraid of the complexities of 

tackling the immigration system, while others live frustrated that so many illegal 

immigrants are in this country. The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) is the government agency that is assigned to facilitate legal immigration into 

this country, but there is consensus that it is not intuitive or easy to navigate, especially 

for the illegal alien.   

 The purpose of this paper is to present the history of Hispanic immigration, both 

sides of the current immigration issue affecting United States (U.S.) citizens and Illegal 

Hispanic Immigrants, and to explore USCIS and its ability to facilitate legal immigration 

into this country. 

Timeline of Hispanic Immigration  

• 1910 - Mexican immigration to the U.S. as a result of the Mexican Revolution.  

• 1924  - Border Patrol established to combat smuggling and illegal immigration 

• 1930’s – Depression era where hundreds of thousands of Mexicans and Mexican 

Americans were repatriated to Mexico  

• August 4, 1942 to 1964 – The “Bracero” Program was established by Congress 

allowing importation of temporary agricultural workers (4.5 million) from Mexico 

into the U.S. to remedy farm labor shortages due to World War II  

• 1959 – Fidel Castro’s Cuban Revolution prompted a mass exodus from Cuba. 
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• December 31, 1964 – The Bracero Program ends and there was no formal process 

to send the millions of farm workers back. They became illegal aliens 

• November 6, 1986 – Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 granted 

amnesty to illegal aliens residing in the U.S. continuously from January 1, 1982.  

• 1991-2000 – More than 9 million new immigrants enter the U.S. 

• September 30, 1996 – The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) eliminates basic rights of due process for immigrants 

and cuts down on avenues for immigrants to legalize their status. At the same 

time Congress votes to double U.S. Border Patrol to 10,000 agents and mandates 

construction of fences at heavy traffic areas along the U.S./Mexican border  

• 2001 – The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act (Dream 

Act) is first introduced by Senators Richard Durbin (D-IL) and Orrin Hatch (R-

UT). The act fails and will be reintroduced in subsequent years 

• 2003 – New Dept. Homeland Security (DHS) assumes responsibility for securing 

U.S. borders and managing the immigration process. Three agencies report to 

DHS including,  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE). 

• May 1, 2006 – Groups supporting the rights of undocumented immigrants 

organize “A Day Without Immigrants”. Immigrants are asked to boycott all 

aspects and commerce, work and school. 

• 2007 – Census data indicates minorities are now the majority in 10 U.S. Counties. 
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• 2010 – Study results report illegal immigrant numbers are decreasing for the first 

time due to current economic conditions and stricter immigration laws.  

• 2011 – Law makers seek to challenge the 14th Amendment (Birth right 

citizenship) of the Constitution in an effort to fight against illegal immigration.  

  (ProQuest Staff, 2011) 

Significance of the Current Issue 

 Data collected collaboratively from the 2010 census data and the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) found that in January 2011 11.5 million unauthorized 

immigrants resided in the United States (Hoefer, Rytina & Baker, 2012). This number is 

100,000 lower than the numbers of 2010 is a result of high U.S. unemployment, 

improved economic conditions in Mexico, and greater levels of border enforcement.  

59% of illegal immigrants in 2011 were from Mexico (Hoefer, Rytina & Baker, 2012).  

 

 The economic significance of illegal immigration can be both positive and 

negative. Illegal immigrants have a negative impact on unskilled workers, however the 

rest of America benefits by paying lower prices for restaurant food, agricultural produce 

and construction (ProCon, 2011 ). Government expenditures are also affected because 

many undocumented workers do not pay taxes, but do use schools and other government 

services (ProCon, 2011 ). “Education for the children of illegal aliens constitutes the 

single largest cost to taxpayers, of an annual price tag of 52 billion” (ProCon, 2011 ). 

 Immigration Reform 

 Those who are both for and against immigration reform have similar goals and 

objectives, but for different reasons.  The primary issues are economic in nature, and 
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address how we meet the supply and demand of unskilled laborers while protecting U.S. 

jobs, and how we maintain a demographic and geographical balance of these workers. 

Other important concerns include humanitarian or moral issues, social family unification, 

cultural promotion of racial and ethnic diversity and responsibility, political agendas and 

policies, and national security. 

 Workforce stability is a concern as one in twenty U.S. workers are vulnerable to 

employers seeking unfair advantages by attempting to not pay workers minimum wage 

(Reform Immigration for America, 2012). Agriculture, restaurants, hospitality and 

manufacturing all rely heavily on immigrant workers to sustain and grow business. Even 

though the economy is tough right now, every American company needs smart planning 

to make it through and are finding that there are not many U.S. workers willing to do low 

paying work that is physically demanding. Agriculture seems to be hit the hardest from a 

decrease in immigrant traffic across the border due to tighter border enforcement.  

Farmers are having to grow lower yield, lower paying crops that can be mechanically 

harvested because they cannot secure labor.  

 Families are the basic unit of society in America, and it is assumed that 

immigrants with strong family ties are more apt to positively contribute to society by 

paying taxes, starting businesses and creating jobs. With the current broken immigration 

system, families become divided for years and even decades, which discourages them 

from following the rules and working within the system (Reform Immigration for 

America, 2012). 

 In the current immigration system, there are few legal means to come into the 

country and many seek ways to go around it. This gives power to smugglers and 
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criminals, which target immigrant worker and their families, and result in chaos both at a 

local level and at the border. Proposed reform would advocate for immigrants to enter 

legally with a Visa, register and have a criminal background security check, and allow for 

separation of ordinary immigrants seeking opportunity from those exploiting 

opportunities that the broken system provides (Reform Immigration for America, 2012).  

 The goal or vision of immigration reform includes, “immigrants and native-born 

U.S. citizens working shoulder to shoulder to achieve better wages, working conditions, 

and labor protections” “a stronger America for families, workers, for business and 

security” (Reform Immigration for America, 2012). The opposition to this statement is 

that this can be seen as a “Polly Anna approach” and it has many skeptics that it can 

actually roll out this fashion.  

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 

 USCIS is a large agency comprised of over 18,000 government employees and 

contractors who work in over 250 countries.  They originated in March of 2003 when the 

Homeland Security Act of 2002 officially delegated responsibility for immigration 

functions of the federal government to USCIS. The intent was to have a more organized 

mechanism to manage the immigration system that included all services in one 

department. 

 Their mission statement is, “USCIS will secure America’s promise as a nation of 

immigrants by providing accurate and useful information to our customers, granting 

immigration and citizenship benefits, promoting an awareness and understanding of 

citizenship, and ensuring the integrity of our immigration system” (USCIS, 2012). They 

list core values of integrity, respect, ingenuity and vigilance.  
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 USCIS is an office that provides a variety of resources for those it serves.  They 

are the gateway for immigration benefits including: working legally in the U.S., green 

cards or permanent residency, and the pathway to citizenship (USCIS, 2012). 

 The claimed benefit to immigrants is that all services are in one department, 

meaning that immigrant files including submitted papers are all together and there is clear 

communication on the status of each immigrant’s case. USCIS claims integrated 

coordination at both the local and national level, so there should be no voids in 

information sharing and the processes should move ahead efficiently. 

 The concerns against USCIS are less formally published, as they are often 

problems of illegal immigrants who are afraid or do not know how to access the system 

and will not advertise their issues for fear of being targeted. 

 Access to USCIS can be difficult. It requires setting up an appointment online or 

by phone once you find the website or phone number. The options to select online do not 

always fit into what the user thinks they need, but they have to select the correct choice or 

they will end up in the immigration office for the wrong thing and have to reschedule. 

Once the appointment is granted, the immigrant goes to the local immigration office. The 

workers there are often not pleasant or helpful.  There is a feeling of being a criminal 

trying to do something illegal.  It is almost like starting guilty until proven innocent in the 

immigration process. They talk about human rights and legal rights with regards to 

immigration, but if you are not a legal professional or very educated you may not be 

afforded these rights or at least know how to ensure them. 

Immigration proceedings are very complex and very difficult to navigate as an individual, 

especially for those who do not understand the U.S. government process and may not 
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speak the language.  The forms are numerous and complicated to complete accurately, 

because the intent of each line is not always clear.  

Conclusion 

 I think that most agree whether you are for or against immigration reform 

something has to change. We cannot continue to support Americans and current and new 

immigrants in the broken system we now function in. As recent as March 2012, the 

Obama administration is proposing to make it easier for illegal immigrants who are 

immediate family members to apply for permanent residency (McClatchy, 2012).  

 Remember that in the years of “1942 to 1964 – The “Bracero” Program was 

established by Congress allowing importation of temporary agricultural workers (4.5 

million) from Mexico into the U.S. to remedy farm labor shortages due to World War II” 

(ProQuest Staff, 2011). We were fine with this at that time because it met our needs. Now 

some are less willing to work with immigration reform because they deem illegal 

immigrants a burden and threat to society, as living off the system, and threatening 

national security. We may have forgotten that our country has and will always be made 

up of a diverse culture of immigrants.  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 



 8 

References 

Hoefer, M., Rytina, N., & Baker, B. (2012, March). Estimates of the unauthorized 

 immigrant population residing in the united states: January 2011. Retrieved from 

 http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/publications/ois_ill_pe_2011.pdf 

McClatchy. (2012, March). Obama proposes new rule for immigrant families. Retrieved f

 rom http://sks.sirs.com.dbprox.slcc.edu 

ProCon. (2011 , October 20). Is illegal immigration an economic burden to 

 America?. Retrieved from http://immigration.procon.org 

ProQuest Staff. (2011, March 23). Leading issues timeline. Retrieved from 

 http://www.sks.sirs.com.dbprox.slcc.edu 

Reform Immigration for America. (2012). Reform immigration for America. Retrieved 

 from http://reformimmigrationforamerica.org/blog/why-reform/ 

USCIS. (2012). U.S. citizenship and immigration services department. Retrieved from 

            http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


